RlayaitsagainySamurai

WITH Tokyo fecatured
heavily in the latest
X-Men film, movie
fans will flock fo
check out the amaz-
ing locations.

I was among the flrst
inspired to follow in the
footsteps of Hugh Jackman
as Wolverine, though
the first Oriental experi-
ence 1 had was more dung
fu than kung fu

The toilet seat in my hotel
room was pre-warmed. It was
very disturd: But in Tokyo
that seems to the norm

dossa’t mean the reom
the
o8t dida't have time 1o cool
‘s Just that hested haunches
are -im the Japanese seem 1o
demand from their loos

Other gimmicks the
techno-tollets employ laclude
sprays. both horizental and
bidet styls, and the equally
ARaervin drying function
where a blast of bhot air

d up your

WE PAY VISIT TO X-MEN
FILM SIGHTS AND FIGHTS

Strangely, the mystecien of the
modern: Japanese tollet are not
in detall, or st all

there are
wonders
{ you're fan of
Samurais and
ninjss -~ and who
the hell jsa't?
rrnpu. yourself
or & couple of
hours of
exhilaration
I wok mysell w0

the Zojoi T le. B
where n |
{uneral

Welverine's
seane  and ensuing
massive dust-up
were {limed.
Originslly
established in the Sth
Century, the Buddhist
temple has stood o It currest
location — in the central Tokye
Shiba neighdourhood
1580
It was badly
the Secoad srld
face the entrance
tsu Gate, was the
ouly part of the bullding
o wurvive US bombing
A ently, i you pass
. A the ate yOoUu can
free yoursell from three
Vices or s ~ ltom &
and

pleaty

da

Az & greedy lool whe
hates everyone, this was
particularly wseful for

-
it

me. While thers we attended »
ceremony decdicated to
sucoess of the Wolverine DVD,
which is out tomorrow
You can alse pray for
anything from success in your
tmams o & e In
price for your stocks

ce n
goum; through
angedatsu
would reader
unnecetsary
My trip w the
temple was followed
by & little lesson in
the code of the
Samural Now, I'm
not claiming to de o
natural but the lastructor did
ask i I'd done It before. And
that was after I'd shown him
Iy moves
0 later

Cate
them

whea | visited
sword-maker Yoshindo
Yoshihara's studio in Kelsel
Tatetshi, 1 was hall n:po:nré
him to look me in th

d with
i my

He's knocking on
ne. Mayde be
t missed the signs
The Samural training session
Was great fun
Luckily the sword was made

of foil covered bamboo
Decause if It had Deenn a real
I'd have lost & couple of
fingers and an ear
50 | learned how to draw
and re-sheath my sword with
some degree of u,;o while
maictaining s blood-free diade
I also lsarnad how to slice
someonse’s head, chop their
legs and stad them In the
guts. So watch it
Yoshinde Yoshihara is

family. He makes tea swords a
yoar and was » lintle coy about
the price of one but you'd
probably get yoursel! a very
nice car for the cost of one of
his entry-level weapons
That's assuming you're lucky
enough evea 1o get en the
waiting list
1 watched
Yoshikazu, who is preparing to
be the family’s ecleventh
master, a1 work
As 2 hand-pumped bellows
brought a furnace 1o unfeasible
heat, under his supervision »
tearn of Apprenatioss hammersd
the steel, taking it in swift
turme %0 bash | metal and
tease it towards it final shape
I wented to test the
harpoess of a Yoshindo diade
maercifully he wouldn't et

Ris sen

A cruise is a great
way to see the city

Latez., | went
around M you
your bearings In city
the 10p of the Tokyo Tower

I red by the Eiffel Tower

was bullt
communications m
190008 and theres »
observation deck

You can see most of the city
including the Zeojoji Tempie

nee.  the
unt Fujl
t way o see the
city is 10 take the Yakatabune
Japansse house boat) Dinner
Crulse in Tokyo Day (lrom £89
see vistor com

The bost salls sround Tokye
Bay amid the random

of the city™s

for »
wan! w0

look

great

booze
umplc -

you would care
appears defore you
T Seft. in & daxe of
aad to0 much
rendered foollsh by
Plainly the Sangecdatsu Cate
had falled 10 cure me of »
least two of the three passio

1 eed

GO:
JAPAN

GETTING THERE Virgin Allartic Ties dadly from
Heathrow

London

© Tokyo Narita Return economy

fares start from £395 Soe vrginationtic com or Call 0844

2092 770

STAYING THERE: The Park Motel has rooms irom 90 per

por migh

! See ea parkhoteitchyo com

porson,
MORE INFO The Wolverine is out on Biusay 30, DVD and DHD
Enterin

tomorrow from Twentseth Century Fox Home

et




